Best Friends
by Shannon Hale

Sixth grade is supposed to be perfect. Shannon’s
got a sure spot in the in-crowd called The Group,
and her best friend is their leader, Jen, the most
popular girl in school.But the rules are always
changing, and Shannon has to scramble to keep
up. She never knows which TV shows are cool,
what songs to listen to, and who she’s allowed to
talk to. Who makes these rules, anyway? And
does Shannon have to follow them?

The Strange Case of Origami Yoda
by Tom Angleberger

Dwight, a loser, talks to his classmates via an
origami finger puppet of Yoda. If that weren’t
strange enough, the puppet is uncannily wise and
prescient. Origami Yoda predicts the date of a pop
quiz, guesses who stole the classroom Shakespeare
bust, and saves a classmate from popularitycrushing embarrassment with some well-timed
advice. Dwight’s classmate Tommy wonders how
Yoda can be so smart when Dwight himself is so
clueless.

I, Funny
by James Patterson

Jamie Grimm is a middle schooler on a mission:
he wants to become the world's greatest standup
comedian, even if he doesn't have a lot to laugh
about these days. He's new in town and stuck
living with his aunt, uncle, and their evil son
Stevie, a bully who doesn't let Jamie's wheelchair
stop him from messing with Jamie as much as
possible.

Flora and Ulysses
by Kate DiCamillo

It begins, as the best superhero stories do, with a
tragic accident that has unexpected consequences.The
squirrel never saw the vacuum cleaner coming, but
self-described cynic Flora Belle Buckman, who has
read every issue of the comic book Terrible Things Can
Happen to You!, is the just the right person to step in
and save him. What neither can predict is that Ulysses
(the squirrel) has been born anew, with powers of
strength, flight, and misspelled poetry—and that Flora
will be changed too, as she discovers the possibility of
hope and the promise of a capacious heart.
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Ungifted
by Gordon Korman

Middle School Series
by James Patterson
Rafe Khatchadorian has enough problems at home
without throwing his first year of middle school
into the mix. Luckily, he's got an ace plan for the
best year ever: to break every rule in his school's
oppressive Code of Conduct. Chewing gum in class:
5,000 points! Running in the hallway: 10,000 points!
Pulling the fire alarm: 50,000 points! But when
Rafe's game starts to catch up with him, he'll have
to decide if winning is all that matters, or if he's
finally ready to face the rules, bullies, and truths
he's been avoiding.

I am a Genius of Unspeakable Evil and I
Want to be Your Class President
by Josh Lieb
When a provocation from his dad irks twelveyearold evil genius Oliver Watson, he'll have to put
his plans for world domination on hold in order to
beat the pants off the competition and win the
middle school election!

My Life as a Series
by Janet Tashjian
Janet and Jake Tashjian’s award-winning
My Life series, praised by Kirkus
Reviews as “a kinder, gentler Wimpy Kid
with all the fun”, follows the coming-ofage misadventures of middle-grader
Derek Fallon in school and through his
attempts to follow his bliss as a
cartoonist, video gamer, stuntboy, and
ninja. Hilarious and uplifting, young
readers will find themselves relating to
Derek’s problems and inspired by his
solutions.

When Donovan Curtis pulls a major prank at his
middle school, he thinks he’s finally gone too far.
But thanks to a mix-up by one of the administrators,
instead of getting in trouble, Donovan is sent to the
Academy of Scholastic Distinction, a special program
for gifted and talented students.Although it wasn’t
exactly what Donovan had intended, the ASD
couldn’t be a more perfectly unexpected hideout for
someone like him. But as the students and teachers
of ASD grow to realize that Donovan may not be
good at math or science (or just about anything), he
shows that his gifts may be exactly what the ASD
students never knew they needed.

Guys Read: Funny Business
by Jon Scieszka
Funny Business, the first volume in Jon Scieszka's
Guys Read Library of Great Reading, features ten
short stories guaranteed to delight, amuse, and
possibly make you spit your milk in your friend's
face.

